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BRAZIL. 

Reports from Bahia — History of plague outbreak. 

Consul Furniss reports, July 16, as follows: 

The first case of plague to be confirmed occurred in a drug clerk 
who died on July 7, 1904, after three days' illness. Because of the 
rapid development of buboes in the inguinal region, accompanied by 
fever and other symptoms of plague, the doctor in attendance called 
the attention of the Board of Health to the case and an investigation 
was ordered. 

Smearings made from the gland affected showed almost pure cultures 
of the bacillus of plague. Agar cultures from the buboes and smears 
made from a guinea pig, which died thirty-six hours after injection, 
verified the diagnosis. 

Upon the invitation of the local authorities I had the pleasure of 
assisting in the bacteriological work in connection with this case, and 
have slides demonstrating the different phases. 

The first microscopic examinations of smears from the first case were 
thought to be cause enough for the board of health to order all sus- 
pect cases to be reported, that they might be bacteriologically diag- 
nosed. The premises where the death occurred were disinfected with 
formaldehyd gas, and all who had been in contact with the case were 
placed under observation. 

The drug store in which the first person who died was employed is 
situated in the heart of the commercial portion of the city, i. e. , in the 
city under the hill and along the water front. It is thought that the 
infection came from Rio de Janeiro, as this store bought a large por- 
tion of its drugs and chemicals there. 

Though the cases live in all parts of the city and are widely sepa- 
rated, the infected all worked during the day in the section in which 
the drug store is situated and several in the same street in adjoining 
stores or houses. 

The following is the movement of cases from the first verified until 
to-day: July 7, death verified; July 8, 5 cases verified, with 1 death 
verified; 1 suspect, in which it has been impossible to verify bacterio- 
logically, but who is convalescing in quarantine; July 9, 1 case veri- 
fied; July 10, 1 death more or less assured; 1 case suspect, in which 
first bacteriological examination has been negative, subsequently symp- 
toms have become pronounced, and another examination is in progress; 
July 12, 1 case verified; July 14, 3 cases verified, of which 2 were 
deaths; July 15, 3 cases verified, of which 1 was in doubt on 10th, 
and 2 were new cases and 1 death, being the verified case of the 14th. 
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When the diagnosis of plague has been made the authorities have 
taken every precaution to prevent the spread of the disease. The 
city has been divided into districts, and doctors have been appointed 
to verify all deaths by personal visitation before permitting interment; 
in case of suspects, bacteriological examination is made, but in the 
meantime the premises are rigorously disinfected. A house-to-house 
canvass is being made and the people are notified to clean up, where 
necessary; the markets, restaurants, theaters, hotels, grocery and other 
stores, street cars, etc. , are required to be washed out each day with 
disinfectant, the churches at least once a week, and. in some sections 
the schools have been closed. 

The State board of health has notified all nearby places of the plague 
being here and requests them to take note of all arrivals from here, 
place them under observation for a period of 10 days, and at once com- 
municate to the State board any suspicious cases. 

Yesterday" all of the houses, including the stores, were closed in 
what is considered the infected street and are to remain closed until 
street and houses have been thoroughly disinfected. 

All persons residing in houses where there have been cases are 
placed under observation for 10 days, during which time their temper- 
ature is taken at least once a day by doctors appointed for the purpose. 

I deem that every precaution is being taken to wipe out the plague, 
and if the measures continue to be strictly enforced Bahia will soon 
be free from the much-dreaded malady. 

Report from, Bio de Janeiro — Yellow fever — No new cases of plague — 

Smallpox epidemic. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, July 6, as follows: 

During the week ended July 2, 1904, the following vessels were 
inspected and given bills of health: On June 28 the American barken- 
tine Josephine, for Baltimore, with a cargo of coffee, no passengers 
of any class, and one new member of the crew taken on at this port. 
This vessel lay at the coffee docks to load.' On the same date the 
British steamship Buffon, for New Orleans, via Santos, Brazil. This 
ship took no passengers of any class and there was no change in the 
personnel of the crew while here. On June 30 the German steamship 
Catania, with coffee for New York, no first-class passengers, and but 
two steerage, and one new member of the crew taken on at this port. 
On July 2 the British steamship Eastern Prince, for New York, with 
no passengers, a cargo of coffee, and no change in the personnel of 
the crew while at this port. 

I have been unable to obtain news from other portions of this 
country for this report, and am therefore obliged to confine my r report 
to the sanitary conditions of this city. 

During the week ended July 3 there were in all 439 deaths. This 
is considerably in excess of any weekly report of deaths since my 
arrival here last November. The deaths were divided, as regards 
infectious diseases, as follows: Yellow fever, 1 death with 3 new cases 
reported, and at the close of the week there was but 1 case under 
treatment at Hospital Sao SebastiSo. Plague caused no deaths, nor 
were any new cases reported during the week, but at the end of the 
week there were 5 cases under treatment still at the hospital at Jura- 
juba. Variola, always epidemic more or less, has assumed consider- 



